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Scientists at The James Hut-

ton Institute are leading a
nationwide soil sampling
campaign to help major Eu-
ropean project , ECHO , to col-
lect a total of 16,500 samples
across Europe .

The project has kicked off
a search for " ECHO Ambassa-
dors " from across Scotland to

help complete the mission .
Ambassadors will attendan

informative workshop before
they set out on their quest to
spread the word about the im-
portance of soil health and will
be aiming to encourage com-
munities to collect soil samples
from their local area .

As one of the biggest car-
bon stores on our planet , the
earth beneath our feet is vital

to ecosystems . Commentingon
the crucial role of soil and the
project's mission , Dr Karolina
Trdlicova , citizen science coor-
dinator on the ECHO project at
The Hutton said : " Soilis hugely
important as a foundation for
ourfood systems , to nature and
even for storing carbon .

" While there's increasing
awareness of the health of our
rivers and air , the importance
of soil , this amazing , non - re-
newableresource , is often over-
looked . That means it is all too

often becoming degraded with
potentially detrimental conse-
quences , and we need to pro-
tect and nurture its healthand
the incredible life in it .

" Through this project , we
hope to build on the Institute's
renowned expertise in earth

sciences . By involving the pub-
lic directly , we can not only an-

alyse our unique properties of
Scottish landscapes but also

help build the databases that
will underpin future research

and understanding . "
The James Hutton Institute

is home to Scotland's National

Soil Archive , which contains
more than 60,000 soil samples

dating back to 1934. As one of
the 16 partners on the project ,
The Hutton will also conduct
extensive DNA analysis of the
Scottish and wider European
soils , helping to unearth the
range of life within each sam-
ple .

North East Scotland Climate

Action Network ( NESCAN ) and
the North East Scotland Biodi-

versity Partnership ( NESBIP ) ,
a local partnership hosted by
The James Hutton Institute ,
have promoted ECHO'srecruit-
ment call to encourage commu-
nity participation .
Abbie Ferrar , Biodiversity

Coordinator at NESBIP said :

" People frequently overlook
soil ecosystems while con-
sidering biodiversity , instead
focusing on the quantity of pol-
linators , wildflowers , or birds .
Yet , healthy soil lifeis crucial for
those flowers and pollinators
to thrive .

" Increased soil biodiversi-

ty , such as the presence of my-
corrhizas , and low soil fertility
have been found to increase

pollinator visits to flowers and
reducetheprevalence ofthick ,

coarse grasses . This project is
therefore crucial to better un-

derstanding the health of our
soil and raising community
awareness of its importance . "
Environmental charity ,

Keep Scotland Beautiful , has al-
so sharedits support by hosting
a Q & A session about ECHO's
mission .

Juliette Camburn , Senior
Officer for Community Initia-
tives at Keep Scotland Beautiful
recently signed up to become
an ambassador : " Healthy soil
is essential for anyone involved
incommunity growing , andun-
derstanding what makes soil
healthy is key .

" Becoming an ECHO Am-
bassador has been a great way
toraiseawareness of soil health

and inspire our groups to get in-
volved . "

If you'd like to become in-
volved as a soil ambassador ,
you can sign up at echosoil.eu/
become - an - echo - ambassador
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Dr Karolina Trdlicova , Citizen Science Coordinator , ECHO project at The Hutton .

Ellon Times

COUNTRY: GBR
TYPE: print
AVE: £80.58

AUTHOR: Dawn Renton
PAGE: 13

> 7 November 2024 at 0:00

Coverage is reproduced under license from the NLA, CLA or other
copyright owner. No further copying (including the printing of digital
cuttings) digital reproductions or forwarding is permitted except under
license from the NLA http://www.nla.co.uk (for newspapers)
http://www.cla.co.uk (for books and magazines) or other copyright
body.

services@onclusive.com

services@onclusive.com

